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Tour offers detailed knowledge of horse psychology

By JENNIFER BROOKENS
Sartrol Sttt Wriser

Sherbum

oase Jovers who long 1o work

with their horsea without the

use of mechanical devices
ond fear will find some helpful informa-
tion when the Nstional Day of ihe
Horse tous makes a stop at the 1-90
Expa Center in Shurbum on Sept. 16,

“I can't remember a time when T did-
A"t love horses,” said Dennis Reis,
Tounder of the School of Universal
Homemanship in Penngrove, Calif, 1
hadd my first borse when 1 was 10 years
old end we just rode and had & good
time. That horse loved me, but it didn'y
respect me."

As Reie moved into his leens, he
wotked with horse trainers and mdecs
and lezrmed the traditicnal methods
using mechumics and fear 1o combat the

blems most horse owners Tave,

“T weas able 0o get the hose 1o do
what | winted, but then | los that love
rebutionship,” Reis recalled. “Since
thea, [ ong to have that relstionship
with  horse where there is both love
and respect; where the horse loves me,
bt 1 can absa work with i

Reis continued 10 work with horses
and_ in 1984, bought a ranch to train
them. He alse leamed the ar of wsing
hody langunge b0 commum caie with
horses, and using what some horse
lowvers refer to as “hores whispering.”

“It°s clear, but quict.” Retx sxid “1i"s.
an aftimde that alse works ouissde the
arcna, It's really transformed me. I'm
better now even in my personal rela-
tienships and 1 have fun throagh that

. The horses taught me whai
dida’t work, and what was just work is
mow 4 relationship.” '

Afficr starting to train borses at his
ranch in 1984, ke also started teaching

his techmigues o the people who boughl  human.

aboui behavior proldems.

“The awners wens troahie
with the borses once they got them.™ he
saild. “Horses are dangerous. You heas
about people being injured, even killed
in horseback ndng incideris or rodeos.
It’s dangerous when (hofses arc) misua-
dersiood. My skills have helped me coe
things from the horse's point of view.™

I 19KE, Reis started leaching has
techniques on toar.

"This tume, we'll be Loarimg 14 stales
through and Ocrobes,” he
said, “I'l have ¢ight of my personal
horses, and it’s a five-howr show, Bul
ihege are fun and educational concepts.

Some of the points Reis highlights in
hae “Day of the Horee™ toor inclade
herd dynamics and creating an invisible
roand ped. There ase also perlormance
harses, and what Reis refiers w0 as the
uiltirmate trust between horse and

Ress ie also concentrating on anoiber
feat durimg his fou 10 bave a recog-
nized National Day of the Horse,

“I want 1o incicase the swareness of’
1be impartance of the borse m our cal-
tare,” Reis said. “The horse industry
contributes over $112 billioa anmeally
1o the American cconomy, and the
horse 15 2 common bord mmong all the
people who Jed the way in building our
couptry. Our past nides pon the horse’s
ek, amd 175 living Hak w the ber-
itage and history of our nation.”

Last summer, Keis was suecessful fin
getting his home state of Cafifornia fo
fecagiice the second Satunday in
December a5 the officaal Day of the
Hurse, and now Rels bopes 1o make it a

naticgwide event.

“In wonkd just be o day 1o bonos and
Jove,” Reis saad. “The work we do with
horses Is work for the common good,
and currently, we're seeing urban

sprawl ereeping closer ol choser fo cur
ranch. The harses need 1o be profectad,
and there peeds t0/be a higher aware-
ness n our area, horses are the biggest
indmsiry mexi to tee wine industry.
There's numercus. horse clubs out

= tvere are spread out across the
nation.”

The Day of the Hore toar also will
have petitions available for part

10 sign for the National Cray of the
Horse recognition.

Tickets for the Day of 1he Horse
seminar are $65, or $36 booked in
sdvance for groups of five or more,
Tickets willl be available ot the doos for
S100.
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