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STAR POWER:
In Penngrove,
singer Jewel among
those pushing for
equine recognition

By TIM TESCONI
and JEREMY HAY

THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

n 2 small dirt avena in Penn-
I grove on Saturday were a dozen

horses whose riders ineluded a

housewife, a technician at Opti-
cal Coating Laboratory — and Jewel,
the pop singer twice featured on the
cover of Rolling Stone.

Surprisingly, perhaps, once she
sang the national anthem, not all
eyes were on Jewel, who for much of
the past three months has been tak-
ing horsemanship classes at the Penn-
grove ranch of cowboy and horse
whisperer Dennis Reis.

“1 didn't come to see her, I came to
see Dennis,” said Janis Laurain, 53,
of Santa Rosa, watching the riders
wheel their steeds around a bounc-
ing, T-foot-high red ball.

Laurain was one of about 300 peo-
ple who paid between $36 and $65 to
attend a show celebrating horses and
featuring graduates of the fourth
90-day Reis Ranch universal horse-
manship course.

The event also was a chance for
Reis to press his campalgn for a na-
tional holiday honoring horses.

And while she shunned the spot-
light, the singer with the single name
— who flew in Thursday from Germa-
1y, where she was promoting her CD
“0304" — promised her star power to
the effort.

“Everybody enjoys horses, they're
part of our history,” she said, seated
astride Chance, a 16-year-old buck-
skin gelding she acquired after mest-
ing him on the set of *Ride with the
Devil,” the 1999 film in which she co-
starred.

She wore dusty bullhide cowboy
boots and a light blue shirt sprinkled
with white squares and dark blue
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horsemanship to begin at Saturday” Pop singer Jewel, who for the past three months has studied horsemanship with Dennis Reis of Penngrove, on
graduation ceremonies. Saturday takes a moment with her 16-year-old buckskin, Chance. Jewel and others are championing a horse holiday.

“You just learn how to talk the language of the horse. It makes

your actions really match your intentions.”
JEWEL, pop superstar who just completed a horsemanship course in Penngrove



HORSES: Petition seeks national holiday to honor horse
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