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California Trainer Draws Crowd At Fancy Hill
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By DEBORAH SENSABAUGH

The aowd, for hores folks,
was. surprsingly eclectic. Cui-
ting horse riders rubbed shoul-
ders with eventers, and foxhun-
ters hobmobbed with Western
trail riders. They'd all come 10
Fancy Hill Farm 1o see a Cali-
fornia horseman who has had
aaprising fuccess communical-
ing across the disciplines.

Dennis Reis, a naiive Cali-
fommian and former rodeo nder,
presepted 8 II!"I!\II'EIHIE ot the

onc, from descmsifizing spocky
horses, (0 lessons on berd beha-
vior, 0 how o use body lan-
guage o teach hones what ho-
mans want them 1o do.

“'We had between 75 and S0
:nm"mmmm-
brese, ome of Fancy Hill's

Reis, whe changed his
profession from broec rider 1o
sensitive tminer, bas helped ex-
tend methods popularized by
Ray Husi and Tom Domance,
the old West's original “"horse
whisperers"”

In fact, ofter experiencing
hack problems thai railroaded

his rodeo career, Reis stodied
the. methods of Hunt and Dor-
mance, 15 well as other modem
trainees. He tried the lechaigues,
combined them inbo 3 presenta-
ble comprehensive format, and
came wp with his own brand,
chrisened *“Universal Horse.
manghp. '

Reis also spent ime changing
his owa outlock from hosse
breaker 1o horse gentler, incor-
porating yoga, peychology, re-
laxation 1 and siretch-
img cxercives o quict the beast
within before atiempting 10
commumicate with the beasts in
ihe round pen

And while Reis” maethods
may oot be anything new, his
backgroond with Western har-
ses.and training has cnabled him
10 reach & market that might sog
respect anything less than o Jean
mustachioed cowboy who ook
up riding a1 age [0 and grew o
ssraddle beones,

In Californda, Reis” methods
have worked wonders on mous-
ted police horses, teaching their
riders how 1o seady them for
exposure from everything from
fires 1o helicopter landings.
He's worked with dresaage hor-
ses, fon, everything from grand

prix 1o lower levels, and has 2
relreshing knowledge of frame,
bending, colleciion and  eng-
agemend,

Ia aniwering questions dur-
mg intermmissaon on Friday, Reis
stressed that people meexd 1o be
on horse time, rather than the
stepped-up  streasful rush of
“human time'" when tesching
their borses. *'You get siuff
shos when youre not laoking at
the clock,” be said,

Amil  eontinuing  with his
theme of teaching the rider in
orded 0 teach the horse, Reis
stressed bow 10 walch, evaluste
and doal with herd behavior,
Turning four of his own hoses
leose m the arena a1 Fancy Hill,
Reis worked the horse herd in
the giand *“round pen’* situation
with his horse, Rocky, illostra-
ing principles be had tught ear.
lier in the eveming — using the
eye and by language o chime
mamicale with the horees.

He abvo stressed the need for
hories Lo play as they warmed
ap. “'1 don'n like 1o get in the
way of thelr play,” be sabd ax
the Bomses bucked and kicked
and gradually sculed inte &
working lope sround the ring.

He then placed the herd in the
cemier of the arena and brought
in a sixgh horse, working it ens-
ily 1o keep it away from the herd
and moving in concert with his
‘own horse.

Reis stressed that
people need to be on
‘horse’ hme rather
than ‘human’ time.

Local trainer Teny Wiatinoee
said she thought the eveaing
was “very informative,

1 doa’t think what he was
eaying was all that differsst
from whet other trziners in the

he had 1o

She said am amaring groap of
Tocal professionals and ralners,
as well a5 3 number of lay riders
ard owners gathered. “'Bvery-
one seemed very intesested and

it says something for Dennis
Reis that be pulled that many
trainers in. There wers & lot of
top-rcich people there."

She sald she appreciated
Reis's, honesty, ' “"He doesn’t
make i Jook oo easy, o ell
e they can do something
heir horses that they aren't

rqu*dmng. he really did &
o

Carol Atwood, who was the
first 1o sign up for the clinic,
hielped with it% organization. T
enjoyed it; 1 had watched Den-
nix R o RFD-TV,"" she said.

Ardood, who it an avid fox-
buniet, sadd Reis' predomin-

anily |[Wesiern siyle made no
i o her. “My grand-
fathed always tanght mec thar
you fide the horse ncd the
soddid. 1 thought Denmis was
excellent in his communication
and zation of the material
and techniques be preseated.””

States, [offering the <linics @nd

Illlhhpomsmnndln'

ffering horsemanthip sehools
urw-ywl lengths at his moch
in Cadifiria. He s alea promat-
ing a National Day of the Horse
1o be setaside by federal resole-

Tn fact, 56 2 s, he and hie
team wers sull packing to leave.
More  informsticn

from his Web site an

tion, and di petitions



