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Sy horse s-great,
exvept when I tum
himyout, Then he
Balf drags me tothe
field and won't stand |-
st kongrencugh for me to-take off
g halter”

My horse s as-docile-os a loads
Hrre pony until he's cross-tied or
tied to the tailen Undess Py there
with him every minute, he breaks
the tie and rurs off,*

"} eancdo everything with my
hurse except handle his feet; then
he tams into a margac”

Whatever vour versiont of the "My horse §s great,

RELATIONSHIPS.

i greater enjfoyment {of youland
futuee owners/handlers of the

S reformned hoese and inmich

1 improved prospects for theanimal.
himaself, Everra mildly quirky or

; -()t(.d%ii)ildlly unimanageable horse is

| particaladly t0 those who may be.

-1 tsufficiently skilled to deal with it

and behaviorists, who are long practiced in reeducat-
ing herseswith vexing or dangerous habity:
¥ Hazrison Barnett, o tainer and clindciary ron,

‘| damaged goods, capable of doing
7 hanm w himselfand his handiers,

unaware of the difficalt behavior or
For solations to eight commeon

horse-handling problems, BQUUR
consulted the following dlinidians

By Joanne Meszoly

except. S line may be you probably find one flaw to
- beat least aninconveniende and-mavbe a curse, And
= when that idiosyncrasy iivolves gtound manness, the
¢ resulting probiems can be particuladly frustrating,
¢ giver the amount of time we spend with ow hovses
mmi'de the rixﬁng aresia. {}‘nmam}eﬂv t‘e} unmh*-

Parker, Colorade

® Stephen Mackenzie, PhD, 2 professer of animad
scenceat the State University of New Yok in
Cobleskill whe specializes in equine behavior and
speetfically tackles tratning for voumng horses and
retraiing problem horses

¥ Fat Parelli, an instructor and cinician from

Yagosa Springs, Coloado

W Dennis Redys, a trainer and clindclan based n
Permgrove, California

B Dean Scoggins, DVM, an-assogiate piofessor at
the Univessity of Hinols College of Veterinary'
Madicine who teaches courses and clindcs o hidse
behavior and handiing techniques

_ r_&a_cnc_m f{r;g,;nar_ecl )} _i;m,__ne;&cmsness_, d,g;_,rrcbsum or
' _imttmﬁitm (iurin g threateﬂin\g o mnfus‘ing circu e
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Mnufmnu manners
3 My ex-tacehorse-furhed-plegsire horse Iy ot pagtic-
wlarly fidgety, but wheever Luse o piouiting
block, he backs-away fionit When [ soynt from the
gronend, he walks sway as ot swinging up and over, T'yve
fried adoued “whoa” and everia:sharp yank onckis reins,
Buet thiey doei't seam io help, How do T reach my Horse 1o
Stared whiee Tre trving fo gfzf on?

: \\Q tHorses have:several miotives for backing away,
sidestepping or walking forward asriders pre-

pare to molnt Youhg o inexperienced horses may
e genuinely frightened by the sensation. of maves
ment and pressure over their backs, Others are either
distracted hy activittes around theny oramtious-about
the rideto come and, thus, are inattentive to the
rider's commands. This horse’s background contains
an-ddditional “thcentive” for the mishéhaviot
Because it's-customarny for jockeyy and exercise tders
to'be given a “leg up,” ofterr while thelr mounts are
walking, this former racehorse is actually doing what
he was trained to do: move oawhen he féels weight
in the stirrup and tension in the rems,

Ruccessiul reeducation aims at allaying the fesd
and/or training the inattentive horse to focus o
standing still, When a horse ts.genuinely fearful-he
may actually tremble or sheink away as vou begin to
mount—Fat Parelli
suggests desénsitizing

him first, using a
ropeto siualate
. the actionof
the rder’ leg

GHEIGTEL SEXTON:

BLOCK CAN LFARN
THAT STANDING
STLLISA

- REWARD, NOT A &
CHORE.

dissing mouniting. Use a lead tope about 12 feet fong,
and-gently woss e anid of i over ¢ m horse’s back,
“He'Tl probably jump away at fisst,” says Parelii, "&m\
¢alm, and den't shorten vour hold on him. Just hald
him steady untiihe stops, then pul some stack in
vour lead or reins again. Continue to {oss the rope
over the hosse's baek foras Tong as he wacts: Hyvou
stop when he's trying to escape the contact, you aciue
affypeach himeto move away from yow .you stop
when he hay stopped reacting, youteach hinewy
stand sl Once the hiorse has fotten disensitized
with thewhole thing and vow've been dble to toss
the rope over his back at Jeast six tinies in suceession
from each side without Tousing any responise, he
should be ready to accept the sensations of vour leg
going over his back during mounting.

Hotses who are anxious or nattentive at the
mosriting bloek candleany that stlanding still i3
reward, not a chore, Reeducation favolves giving the
horse a tlear cholee between camtortable and
unénmiortable alternatives. Manding quietly at the
srotinting Mock is pledsant; having o move backs
waid or faterally untit vou say stop is-the unpleasarit
dmvrry “Stniply waikmg them forward does not
make fhe same impression as backing,” savs Parelli.

Fist, brush up on some basic ground controls.
“Before youw approach the mounting block, practice
moving yout horse backward using hand pressure,”
Parelit says, “1f he's responsive o vour hand, you
mnay be able w back him usighight band pressure
oy his chest- awd en hisnose” Pub vour haird on his
mivzzle whitre the noseband vosts, and appity pressire
until thetharse moves backward, Relesse the pressare,
and rub your horses nose the mome enthe steps

o back, Repeat this wntil he readily responds
with several steps backward. “Soue
 plshy horses try to flip vour hand
off thety nose,” Dareli adds, *Keep
your hand-theee, applving the same
,. amoand of pressure, and take &
= off only wher be thinks about
- moving backwand and has stopped
pushn g agaimst you, Releasg 1§ the
primary reward for horses, so If vou
reldase whehi ie's remiim', vou'll
- {nadvertently teach hith 10 resist”
Once vou are able toback vour howse
using nose pressure, sensitize hin to
pressure on his chest.

Next, train your-horse to move his
hindguarters away from peéssure, ina
turn orvthe forehand.
While stangding facing
1 horse’s shoulder,
ing His head slightly
foward youw with the lead




in oiie hand, and use thé other hand to press the
appraximate spot yout leg would restif you wird
ricing, Refease the pressute 48 the horse beging to
move away from your hand, and rub the same spot
“ay i pou were drasing 1,” savs Pavelli, Gradually ask
for-an increastng nuwenber of steps at one tme; until
your Bofse cai rove his hisdduarters ia complete
clicle “with:his front feet staving muostly n the area

Aboit the size of 4 Bila hoop.” Practicd the forehand

thirit in both divections,

Wity these reverse and lateral controls'in place,
return o the meunting block and ask vour hose fo
stand st as you prepae to mount: Leave a litthe
slack fit'the reins, everl then; to éncourage him to
relaiz - aned bakance hiviself comBortably o all fours,

I he reverts t0 his inattentivenesy, immediarely back
him for several stepy-or move his hm(iqutﬁr%
-around in at-Teast one full turn on the foréhand:

Keep the tone miatter-of-Fact tather than puititive,
but do-make hiv work, Says Parelli, “After a fow

repetitions, it's likely that Be'll prefer to 'stand stilt

rather than repeat the Backing of having o move
“his hindgudrters.”

‘Foot stiguetie

] My Birsesnatches back his feet svery i
Ll ltemnt b pick Ehewcap. He's more canpergtive
Mzwz Twarkiwith lis front foet thaw with the hind, where
fres sometinnes kloks oit or “cow " kicks, Tve been trying fo
- ek gy s feet a few times aday so el improve, e 1
g lo confess Uimt iieasy about getiing Ricked, and there
Farve heert some close eglls: '

Haorses are understandably reluctant to velin-
'§ a3 (;msh contrel over their pmnar) means of self-
pretection, and the unbalancedeeling of standing
o three fegs may beunnerving to inexperenced
“harses. But resistance 1o hoof handling in otherwise
civilized horses usually arises after they've discovered
that-they can dislodge their handiers by lcanmg ik

by slapping their feet back oo the grownd,

Start with & tritigee of your hoot-handling tech-
‘nique; perraps youw've ihadverteritly encotraged
resistance. Parelli suggests that you signal the horse
higher on the leg to-trigger-a natural reflex to
unweight the foot. “] learned to squeere the chestiat
.or the point of the hock unti] the horse lifted his
foot,™ he says. “Squeezing ot pailing on the lower leg
tends to make the horse lean on it, but syueezing an
areaabove the knee actually gets him to take the
welght away from that feg.” He also cautions that
raising the foot ton high'or puliing i too far out to
the sidecan cause disconfort, particulardy with. the
‘hind feet and especially 4y older, arthiitic horses:
Respect-the howse’s phvsical tomfors by holding the
foot low and pretty much under the body.

AF’FER f HEY ‘«'E
DISCOVERED T HAF _
~ THEY CAN
DISEODGE THEIR
'HANDLERS BY
LEANING OR BY
SLAPPING THEIR
FEET BACK ON
TH E GROUND

a S(}tt rope as dn ﬁ).fmslcm nf YOUE Jrms. E % Lﬁpe

allows you to apply pressire anid rewasding releass on -

the lower Eegs at o safe-distance frof a Kicker And,
because you're not directly handiing the legs, the

horse can’t lean on you and wear You dows, Scogging

advises working with the haltered but untied horse
i dn enclosed area. Loopra soft cotton tope (net
the.one attached o the haley) argunid 4 frong
pastern, and, standing somewhat 1o the side and
frontof the leg, pull steadily forward until the horse
Hfrs his foot. “He'll want to-pudl back fiist,” says
Stoggins. “You want him to give, When hie gives af
all, release the rope.”

At Hrst, malatain the pressure for fust a'fow sec-
onxds and praise him every time he gives histoot
without attempting Lo'snateh it Back, Oneeé you're
able o Hift his 3 eg, Use the rope fo move the foist
backward, forward and to the side. Next, run the rope
ovir vour horse’s back and stand-on the other side 10
lift hiis leg. This position encourages the hotse to
establish.a comiptable thieo-legged balance Without
anything to'leart on.

Ulse the same technique with e back feet. "With
the Tope as ar extension of vour an, you shoodd be
able to Hifta hack foot from elght 1o 1 feel away,”
says. SCogiing. As the horse grows i willing fo
vield hiis feet 10 the rope, resume-diseet cortact, grad-
¥ Increasing the anbunt &f Hmt you ask him to
starid on thice legs.
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Ml BARKER
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| Facing forward
g ¥ mms‘hz gat back: into mim;f dafter a Td-ear

hdatus, Paf do-leasing aoweil-schooled 13-vedrold

_ (?:fm ter Horse, The oivdy problent ks gettiteg Hivi outof the

stall, When T opsr the dodr, he prts Ris hgad in U?{‘ corner
and tiniss his hivdguarters foward we, If £ty to approach
Feixty frown the side b queicKly SHifts arbuid and sometisnes
vadsies it Pk Hoof wy thoigh B3 plansing to Kk me.
Lisgadly [ luee Bripr Ot of 4he covigs with o reud aid $lip
ont s Blier, S S

: Eltmg behavior

While some trafriers froven o using food
freats as Tares, others believe thelr etfect ol
making vou a desirable companion is a.gond thing,
as Tong-as the home doesr’t become 2 bally about
them. For those horses who aren't bured by treats,
Dlennis Rels sugpests applying the hard/easy
dichotorny: Make. the horse uncomfortable when he
fiens away-from you and comfortable when hie faces

i@R@M Y@U AND
- COMFPORTABLE
WHEN HE
FAC LS YOL

vou, "Swinging a long lead rope near the horse's
hindd end or lightly tapping his hindguarters
miakes him uneasy,” says Rels, “Don't get mean
~Lor take itpersonally that He's not faéing yvous it
Ao act aggressive he might carry o the threat
o kick. Fust make him unu}mlmmbie untit he
furnsaround. Then you Lclﬁ ruby him and reward
him for approgehing vou.”

Harrison Bumnettsuggests a smuhr appmagh
using a four-foot dressage whip to tap the horse’s
“ips from a safedistance. "Ones thie horse hag
‘moved his hips away, give him g reward,” says

Burnett; “hut fipt-a treat, Stopping the pressare is
the Triggest reward, Just rubyand pat
hxm ’i)sff)l“e puttlng # halferon.”

- that people are fever to-be bitten. -

S L reeently purchased any first horse.an S-pear- r)k!
Qe Horse seldioy who i a dreamm {0 #ide and

B
L
easy fo fumdle, exéept f(‘r his s wit pippiny el biting

babit, He: dften Hips at. rm' sra while Tgroom b angd

sakes grals for the Jarvier whenche'S working on s front
feet. The other day, he Juanged-ever hiis stall grand gt some
onewalking dovwn the uzw P mm feed rﬁ.xr Jiis w{ws—

St s f{’{HH{ WHIERE,

“There are “rules” within howe society c{xncemm\a

Horses nip angd bite out of playfainess, impa-
tience, discomtort-and outright aggreSsion.

wheo can bite whom when and how; but one
unbreakable tebao in humar-hiese relattorships i
Though the horse
wh aipsto extort A treat is net ay dangerous as the
one that kinges, teeth bared, om bk stall door, lack
of respect for the handler underlies e gamut ol bits
g behavior The vasual nipper who &5 rewarded by
getting his way may-develop into a serious aggressor,

Urdoriunaiely, the instinctive reaction t a
nipping horses-a swat on the face—serves only to
encourage the unacceptable behavior. “Slapping a
horse-for biting doesn’t work,” says Parelli, “in fagt,
sore horses-turn i te a game, 4 test of their ability
to take 2 nip and reeoil before the slap can make

" contaet.” nstead, the hotse necds 1o assaciate his

nippingbiting with an unpleasantness that cecurs
even before e makes contact with his target. The
distasteful effect has toseem independent.of you.so.

- no game of *nip and run” develops.

FEssentially, you haveto set-yourself up fobe
Bitten buit be guick-enough to ward off the bite,
simuttanecusty inflicting the unpleasantness -

-~ hefore the horse gets his teeth on
Jyou. And you have to succeed
gvery thne, Uhioose a weapon:
‘that will- be sufficiently. annoy-
L ing to makean impression, but

ot genuinely injurions, and
thal vou can have instantly at
hand whenever you're atound
the horse,

Asquint gun with Laki
water almed foward the nostedl
‘i3 one such unpleasaniness.
Stephen Mackenzie has used a

variation) with an added bite:

 squirtiny femon ulce into
the horse’s mouth before
“he attempts o bite,
“Purchase several of
- those Httle plastic
squirt-top lemans
fed with lemon




neentrae that are sold at grocery stores,” he-says,
YArm everyone who handles vour horse with one.
Don 't wait for the horse tobite ey theeaten to bite,
it I when ks miouth is slightly openy, evenrwhen -
Diting is oot iitended. The taste and thesquirting
action will encourage him o keep his mouth shat”
Seogging suggests using vour raised elbow to fend
soifand punish a nipper Yoo want the hosse to mun
Crdnto voue elbow so that vou pop him o the cheek™
he says. "Then keep on groomiing hm or doing what
- you were doing as though nothing happened”

- "As though nothing happened” Is the key 1o this and
coany other blte-stopping strategy. Any sort of emaotion: -
al rﬁeas:tij_on from the victim simply enlivens the game.

s Whatcan | dp about a Horse who drags his har-
_ ders around? I vy et bicading bare, theres
o geldbny who pells e fort B feld fo the bam w

action, reward him with-a Hite feed and énd the.

. session. Keep practicing Lms, and he w;iﬁ fearn to get

food by performing for vou”

Parelli offersa solution o the pmb en of {‘Mrgmg
horses that relies on methanical advantage. This
exercise reguires a handstied or knottedsrope halter
and a 12-foot-tong tead fope, as opposed 1o a shortes

dead and awideswehied halter that, in Parellis terms,

“invites ¢ horse 0 push on'it” Rope ha‘ tepy are avail-
able through nany commercial ek catdlogs, buy
Pareili advises choosing only those made of soft

matertal and configured withont a{id'ﬂoﬂai Ni(}ts or
_ added pressure pokys,

When the halwy isin pme take the §u1d Hehtly
about halfway along the Tong lead ropé. “Vour can get
& lot mote leverage when you'ré stinding six te 12
feet away,” says Paretl. “The rope haler feels light

- when the horse 35 lght and ancomfartable when he
o pushes o . Trost the horse by putting stack in the

o attemrertime. His owner has no control when she hard ope as you walkl When Bk moves past vou, tun
©owalks Hiet arovmd the bara, If there's o charap of grass or away and change directions 180 degrees so that the

tuft r‘ff Fm}* a-h&m‘f; ire ¥ iis'-;e a fiaay }3:¢£2f¥§>£iff; horse is behind you again. You can even pop hiny on
: e thie Binclguartess with the rope 8% vou go by, which
o owill cauge them 1o swing away homn vou and help
him tum tofollow you, Repedt this severdl times,
“lead ma} be @Wﬁmm of the hone < (hx;@,pegg for his and vour horse will decide that It's easier to sthy
3 hamﬂer 5 lmdersh;p rc}ie, Mgti\enae offers & ;_msmw hehind }"0{_1 th_an 1o charge ahead,"’

i §§is handlesss:ommmds’ ‘Xei olit’a bud\et ai gmm m' . Till'lwﬂi ée;mtmant

- aconfined area with nio grass, Lead the horse, asking TR Havea dpear-old P 'uizemnwTimmwhbrm

o him dn walk, whaa and back, emploving whatever eross who has started juinping away from me T
: egmpmcm you customarily use fo control him. 8-St to wisnap fr b shank or vemove her

: L the horsewill be distiadied and tnableto 0 Balleh duriny Hersold, Whes T fuatiige Io remove Ber

£ focus O thie ask Contitine with the Jalling exerclses . ol i g, shid offén wheds and bucks Bifore nust- 0

“until thie horse 1s focused on OO entitely, “Atsome’ | wing off Dt sedy cardfid to trcher aronnd to face

- point, the Torse will ire of this contest with yotand | mieat the gate before Jating Fier-Jovse, ut Dnoworrded |

Sowill do what wour ask,” says Mag kmme thet gre duy-she iy the Jead rope from v harsd o

TN mai*w hiw amaﬁ the : - o she e whiseland, SRAENAG RN RS _ﬁ\‘ ; Y;

' o dind i kick oF me s §)Rg\{,(‘ §N{} ;\Ni}

sHe rums g

THE HORSE'S -
DISRESPECT FOR |
| HIS HANDLER'S
LEADERSHIP £

ROLE.

i




We Know Horse People
{we're horse people too)

We know the boot
yéri want and how
But.
we

yHu want it
af all
know how-to make

mDst

itwork for You.
See your local dealer

Write or FAX for
Informdtion

/e DEHNER Lompanm ine.....
" 3614 Martha Street
‘Omigha, Nebraska 68105
US.A.

Tel. 402-342-7788 FAX 402-343-5444 |

www.dehnercom
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= It's not unusualdor a horse, in his
urgency to join kis pasturemates,
mp away incanticipation of the hal-

g

“ter’s release, but it takes just a few of these

episodes (oconiiro this dangerous hablt.
Again, the ot cause is inattention to
the handler,

n disarming this overamious flight
response, don’t reward the borse with
refease unless he's fully focused on you.

1 “When a hose's gyes dwe uphigh and'he'’s
-looking to the side, then he's taken his

attention away Trom me,” Rels says.
“When Pye fost his attention, then I've
lost his respect, and he's nat eady to he
released. The handler should never have
to have hiselbows over his shoulders
“remove a halter The horse’s towered
head s an indication of trast. 1 atany-
time he raises his head, don't take off
the haltey, but work on ground exercises
“such: as hacking or cirching to get his
attention, When hedrops his hiead,
remnove the halter”
ifthe howse Is a confirmed puller at

tuenout, start youe weform iva small pad-

“dock with o distracting herd around,

Keep the horse’s head tupned foward vou,
and encourage ftim to fower it 1o at least
thie level of Tis withers. With hishiead
hebd- high-and turned away, e s entitely
obliviows to you and is physicatly and
psycholggically prepared to do the old

“wheel, kickand tun.

Do what's necessary 1o break through
the anticipation of the release, You might

“wakk him dna few clrcles before tuining
“hitn fooset o, Scagpins sugpests, walk him

inter his field; but instesd of freeing him,
tars-bim right around dand retura with

“hfn to the bavin. Repeat the diversion a
“few fimes, cach tme leading him off in 2

d_ i{f_erent direction. Then walk him to his
field with-twor lead ropes
aitached to Hishalter.

of the vther one:
rubbing him
and reward-
ing him for
standing still

U
b

When you unsaap the second lead, b

hisneck and encourage Him 16 stay near
Anttherapprodch is to make the

horse work Hasd unti! he wants 1o stand

when the fead rope-cotnes off, Burnett

‘stiggests worklg in s found pen while

breaking the runaway habit. Remove the

“Ralter as usual, and I the howe bols,

smmediately send him off at a fope
around the pen for at least 10 minigss.
“Havie hifng Jopeuntif vod see him make

-an effurt to pay stterition,” savs Tairnett,

“with g sign sich & a tipped et toward

otk of a change in his body from braced
“tor vounded: When he makes that effort,

remove the pressure. i doing so, you

entutage the horse fi follow the patl of
Fedst resisiance.” Reapply the halter, lsave

the pen, thet cofoe back and remhavie it

“agatr., If he bolts,” says Bunett, “work

Him hiard again. You're making the weong

“thing vety difficult and the tight thing
“elsy.- i addition; vou'll get his-atiention

through work.”

Makdng spass _
My horse doesit seern 40 fave gy

AN respect for sy personal space aid Bis

i bad fighit of crowding v i the siall, by
s pasture gate ard wherever T feading

~feewn, Flow panr Fcomvinee fifva fo badk off?

Horses ciowd thelr handless
because they are insecure; inatten-

five or distespeciiul, Your natural Dacling-

tieh 10 push back on the

Er
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